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SOCIALPRAYER. 

FROM THE 

Tur 


Baptiſt Congregational Churches, 


meeting at Alcester, ‘Warwickshire; Bourton on the Water, 
Fairford, Gloucestershire; Oxford, Buford Clipping and Coat, 
xfordabire ; and Shipston upon Stour, 


sBeoviving the acriptures of and New their only 
"guide, in faith and practice; and hence deriving their belief in the inno- 
tant doctrines of Three equal Persons inthe Divine Easence. Eternal antl 

‘personal Election, — Ovstginal Sin, — Particular 
ification by the imputed righteousness of Christ,—Eficacivus grace 
Regeneration,—The final Perseverance of Believers,—The Resurrec- 
tion of the dead,—The last Judgment,—The 7 


lle Inpenitent, and happiness of the Riglteo¹e 
55 

at ALCESTER, May 2 1806: 00%4, 


THE SEVERAG CHRISTIAN SOCIETIRG 


“mercies the pleaspre we have. enjoyed in out annual: Assembly, Wp 
3 have had fellowship with yyur sorrows. and your joys, but he latter 
| | have greatly preponderated; to.adopt the language of ong of our 
churches.“ The Lord hath been on our side, he hath even F new song 
3 ‘into our bps, the Lord hath done great things for us.“ His | 
ie continuing instant ju prayer, and in attention to the ase be 
by spirit of union, op 
— 4 pleasing harmony among and an 
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between the pastors and people pervade our churches.—A ged saint 
have finished their course with joy, some young persons, whom we 
loved n the gospel, have departed, Biorifying God; and a en num- 
ber arg beginning to follow rig At lay it, and peace 
with dhat call upon the Lend out Ever 
to promote your spiritual welfare, we all a now ‘a your attention 
Mimtimately connected with the contisited prosperity of 
jae We shall address you on Social Prayer, an intqesting 
theme indeed ! May our enlarged wishes be realized, in ee in 
each of our respective churches, a Praying rr his | 
Prayer i is of large consideration. 411 implies in it the doctrine of 4 
Providence, and of a Divine Influence. Independent of these, that is, 
if there be no providence, that superintends all human afſuirs, andi 
the blessed God be incapable of exerting a sacred energy over our 
minds, all the propriety of this 18 To pray is to lift up the 
heart to God. When we pray we tof him whatever we ned for 
this world and another, for time and for eternity. We would have you 
to remember that words may be uttered wherejthere is no real prayer. 
ve pray aright, it will be with humility, with sincerity, and in the 
name of Jesus Christ; we shall for his sake implore of the Lord the 


good things he may see fit to bestow upon us. At tlie throne of grace 


we adore the qatchless perfections of Jehovah, we praise him for his 
numberless mercies, we acknowledge our multiplied offences, we = 


from him the blessings we respectively want, and those of a 
tual nature with peculiar earncstncss. 


But we meun not now, brethren, to discourse on W es or to 


present to your view the humble christian pouring out his soul beſore 
the Lord in private. This is indeed a duty most stronglyanculcated 
in the word of God, and essential to the very existence Of religion. 
Daz we must rather now say a few things, as we have just signified, 


on Social Prayer, When any number of persons then, greater or 
“smaller, shall meet together and unite in this employ, in any place, 


and on any eccasion, we give it this name. We denotninate that prayer 
which Offered up in the congregation of the saints, in the particular 


families of the godly, and at prayer meetings, Social. It is to the 


latter, to her meetings, we are now about to call your attention, 


and alas, Weare noi without our fears that these = servic 
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are totally neglected By sme, and sadly misimproved by others. Con- 
vinced of their great importance, may 


Some of ngs then, are special: ne e and 
they 222 in scripture, 0 when Peter was, hept in 
We may surely then say that when: . when 
the church is in a low and a barren condition, when he pastor. is 
through badily indisposition obstructed in the discharge of his duty, 
when he is removed from his people by death, when a succeeding 
pastor is chosen, and we might add that when’ pious and zealous 
young ministers are forsaking their native land, that they may carry 
the glad tidings of salvation to the benighted heathen: on occasions 
like these, should our members most i cheerfully assemble to spread 

now 4 * prayer which are 
more stated and regular in-our respective societies, and these likewise 
are expressly authorized in scripture’; as where our blessed’ Lord pro- 
mises his disciples, that if two of them should agree on earth\as touching 
any thing that they should ask, it should be done for them of his Father 
which is in heaven, Now these mevtings are held either on the day 
tet apart for the worship of God, before or between the public services, 
or ut convenient seasons on weck days, and if they are neglected, ve 
have but little prospect of enjoying the smiles of him who hus declared 
thiat be will be enquired of by the house of Israel. It is an uiipromiisinig 
church indeed, where there is no meeting for prayer. Though at the 
same time we must allow, that some of our churches are s0 situated, 


as that these serviccs cannot be so Dyan ded as the more lively 


Ve come then to meetings under various impressions. odd 
influenced by various objects. The interest of religion in general, as 
we love the Lord Jesus Christ, cannut fail to engage our attention, but 
the church to which we ourselves belong, will base the largest share 
in our hearts. Ata prayer meeting we pray for our pastor, for the 
deacons, and our fellow members, for the rich and the poor, the 
young convert, the afflicted believer, the tempted christian. and the 
wandering backslider, A diversity of cases that have come within our 
notice, will not cease on occasions like these to occupy our minds, 
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Ljution-and harmony in such dutics, we were almost ready to say, 
is productive of infinite good, for as iron sharpencth iron, a man 
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. What more pleasing and edi- 
ſying chan to listen to the ar(less undisguised language of a humble 


‘whilst be is not only praying for but in the 
fame and spirit of Jesus Christ is soliciting an abundant supply of 


blessings all around him. How is the heavenly fire imperceptibly. 
communicated from soul to soul throughout the little congregation ! 
Phe scatters embers, which before were just expiring, being tut 
collected emit a and an ardent flame. 


7 


Nor are we left, as anight more largely be shewn, without ut. 
ficient encouragement from the word of God, thus to ussemble 
together for prayer. It is clear from the general current of scrip- 
ture chat ever since men first began to call on the name eof the Lord, 
the wisest and the best of them have been moré or less in the habit of 


meeting for this purpose. The Lord Jesus Christ himself, * we find, 


just before his ascension to henden was pleased th give his express 
sanction to, the duty we recommend, And ia the times of primitive 
christianity, as we learn from the history of the Acts, the young 
believers continued stedjast/y in the Apustles doctrine and fellowship, and 
in ‘breaking of bread, and in prayers. It may be suid too in the present 
day, that here and there many are gathered tugether praying. Yes, and 
the spirit helping their inhrmities, they wecp und make supplication, and 
continue anstant in prayer in the name of their great high priest. How 
animatung is it likewise to contemplate amidst other things the endear- 
ing relation in which the blessed Jehovah stands towards his people, 
He is their father, their heavenly father, who well knows what they 


have need af before they ask him. He has set his affections upon them 


from: eternity. I have loved thee with an everlasting love, is his gracious 
language to his church. Where only two or three are gathered together 
in his name, he is ever th the midst of them. With their welfare.too, 


the honour and glory of the great Supreme are most intimately 


connected. In how many instances, have the prayers of his people 
been answered, and that insuch a way as could not fail to excite the 
admiration of surrounding spectators, Often have you heard, for ex- 
ample, not to mention the case of Moses and others, of the remarkable 
euccess that attended the prayer of Samuel, how his requests were 
gtanted, and his enemies overcome. And though we are not war- 


to expeet any supernatural interposition in our it = 


9 Acts i, 4-14. 
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moet certain that the Lord uill vat he anmindful of our petitiana. We 


cannot but consider) such meetings, where they are conducted with 


propriety and agreeably to scripture, as blessings to our Country, 


tiow happy for Sodom had it only contained ten righteous characters, 
and may we not well say, except, the: Lord of Austs had left us very 
small remuant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been 
like unto Gomorrah. In a word, a prayer meeting is a blessing to 4 
church. Your ministers, brethren, may encourage a hope that through 
these means they shall have a supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ. 


As we cannot then but feel anxious for the preraſeney of a 


practice in our respective societies which appears to us of the last i im- 
portance, and which the sacred volume so much encourages us to 
regard, you will permit us to suggest a few hints, which if properly 
attended to, will with the diyine blessing, promote the respectability 
and usefulness of these meetings. “We trust then that you will make 
a point of being present on such oecusions, if possible, at the com- 
mencement of the service. Weare too often interrupted in these 
solemn and profitable duties by those who come in late, and who were 
they but as earpest in the concerns of their souls, as in their worldly 
affairs, might give us ‘their company much sooner. Nor is it of small 


consequence to the best interests of a christian society that good heed 


be taken as to the persons who at these seasons shall be invited to 
address the Lord as the mouth of their brethren. Your pastors whom 

ou affectionately love, and who are secking the general good, or the 
elders whom the church chooses to direct its concerns, will be care- 
ful that propet attention is paid to this matter. Some are over modest 
and diffident; they will not pray in public. But in uniformly rejecting 
every invitation so to do, though we may on the whole view their 


Characters as estimable, we cannot but think them in this instance cen- 


surable since we are not to bury that talent with which our Lord has 


entrusted us. We must however avoid urging them with an undue bo- 
licitude, lest they entirely absent themselves from these services. Let us 
exercise patience, who can tell but they may in time acquire that holy : 


firmness and confidence which shall render them more useful in the 


church. Others again, who ave beloved by their minister and their 


ſellow- members, as truly pious, owing to natural constitution, to the 
remains of ignorance, and to inexperience, seem to discover on the 
contrary, something of forwardness; but they should remember that 
if they really know themselves, they will feel little dixposition to com- 
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dun vr being too seldom requested thus to address the Lord on the 
bebalf of their brethren. Let none at a meeting for prayer forget that 
they ure in the ‘presence of Almighty God, and let them use 1 r 


vour to fix their attention to that sacred employ. Nor is 


mull ümportance, that those who take the ‘lead in these exercises 
Should constamly bear it in mind, that they are so to pray as that 
bthers may unite with them. It seems almost unnecessary to observe, 
that we ought not in our prayers to enter into questions relative to 
civil: governments, nor pointedly tosignify our disapprobatron of any 
thing that may have fallen from the pulpit, nor to shew dur dexterity 
in defending our religious principles, nor to throw out any censures 
against our brethren. Who but must plainly see, that all ‘such evils 

ould be carefully avoided. And though a holy freedom with God 
0 be cherished and indulged on these occasions, it is yet very 
evident that we may use a degree of familiarity when alone, in 
reference to our own souls, which would be unjustifiable when we are 
addressing him not only for ourselves, but our fellow christians. In 

rayer, as we have already observed, there are different parts, but it 

as been advised that we should enlarge on that particular part ‘of 
prayer, in which v we find ourselves most at liberty. No one however 
should be tedibiis, as we are not heard for our much Speaking. Ifa 
verse or two be sung, or a chapter or psalm read at proper intervals, it 
might preclude the v wéariness which spoils devotion; and if the meeting 
be introductory to a still more public service, it should always be soon 
enough closed, otherwise one duty will encroach upon another, and 


perhaps the minds of many will be rendered uneasy 1 anxiety 


the word of God, wilt any one come forward and object to such ser- 
vices as we have described ? We should hope that our advice could not 
but meet approbation. There are we trust hotie among you, who 
would sit down and calmly argue aguinst a meeting fur prayer. Tie 


rich and the poor, the young and the old, all in the general, must as 


we think, unite with us in opinion, that such @ meeting is desirable. 


Aud pet alas, so great is the depravity of the human ‘heart, so miista- 


kenly do men reason about the concerns of religion, and so prone are 
we to lukewarmness, that one and another when invited to countenance 
us in this kind of social prayer, are but too ready to say/ pray - 
have me excused. y consideration — . 
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And now brethren, that we may, through tlie Divine blessing; induce. 
you to frequent these meetings, we shall attempt to remove those ob- 
jections which are usually brought forward on this subject. When a 
member then of one of our churches is asked, Why do you not come 
to. the prayer meeting ?” % 4h” he will say, Fon are ignorant of 
muy situation, or you would not expect me tiere. Ie Mate of my 
health has been such fora long time past, as that I have. scarcely 
known how to lift. up my head.” Permit us to say then that we feel 
with you under your affliction.’ The master we serve is not a hard 
master. Impossibilities he never requires. But do you nat, govabroad 
on your worldly business? And are you not seen, sometimes at least, 
in the more public worihip of God? Why not then come to the prayer 
meeting? Are you sure that you do not magnify your disorder You 
have not perhaps considered, that at the meeting we recommend you 
might derive such supports and consolations as would more r N 
you for trouble in where it is held. 


“Yes another, ˙ af great of 
canadien bud, and the time when the service begins is to me er- 
tremely inconvenient.” You surely then have @ claim on our pity 
being so situated by him who fixeth the bounds of our habitutions, us 

that a regular attendance among us on these occasions is impracticable. 
But are you right in never attending at all ? And do you always urge 
the same objection when there is an opportunity for you to go to & 
market or a fair, or to any other place here you may strike an ad- 
vantageous bargain ? Consider, were such excuses admissible in our 
congregations in general, what dismal consequences. must ensue. It 
would then be said with truth, the gates ‘of zion do mourn. Seldom 
perhaps have you reflected on the difficulties which the pious Jews 
encountered, who came at the stated periods frum u remote distance 
to the temple of Jerusalem for to worship. ’ Believe us when we say, 
we would not be uncharitable; we cannot however’ lielp’ having ofr 
fears, least an unhappy indifference to Divine things should impercep- 
tibly prevail over you, to the no small detriment Of Your most impor- 
tant interests. Without doubt, if you are spiritually alive, you will 
be seen as often as you can, in that part of zipn Where’ wu drew | your 
first spiritual breath, and nenn with those wi bon you are 
eennected in church fellowship, 
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8 
But here is another who objects, I do not attend the prayer meelmes 


for they are too numerous. Yow quite over-burden us. I go to the more 
public worship, and is nut that enough?” We readily then grant 
that our religions exercises should not be unreasonably multiplied. 
When this is the case, the end of them isin a great measure defeated. 
In the general however there isnot much oceasion for complaint on 
such a ground. Numbers we believe cun assert from their own expe- 
rience, that a prayer meeting introductory to the more public service, 
hasbeen the means of preparing their minds for the pleasanter reception 
of the word. And here you must pardon us if we again suggest some- 
thing a little similar towbat has already been signified. It is then ar- 
dently to be wished that you would examine yourselves, for it may 
possibly appear, as it has been with too many, that you are destitute 
of that relish for spiritual food which would indicate your soul to be 
in a healthful state. A man totally void of appetite, will not only 
suy, if a rich entertainment be set before him, it is too much; but he 
will say the very same, if you only set before him what shall be con- 


‘But there are. — ae, language it is, and it argues a 
wretched declension in religion, if not a total want of it. We will 
have nothing to do withthe prayer meeting, for it is only countenanced 
by the indigent and the illiterate. The poor are the people who 
go there. Yuu will scarcely see a respectable person among them.’ 
What is here asserted may be in s great measure true in some of our 
churches, and it cannot but reflect a very high honour on the pour, 
us they appear by their attendance on these occasions to be rich in faith. 
But is this a reason fur your absence? Can you possibly consider it as 
such ? Do not however mistake us. Do not,imagine that we mean to 
confound all order in civil society, far from it. There is a most stri- 
king propriety in that order which the Lord has appointed through 
all his works. But on these occasions, let it ever be said, the rich and 
the poor meet together. If you aie possessed of a larger share of this 
world’s good than your neighbour, what then? we of course inquire, 
‘what hast thou that thou didst nut receive? Never be it forgotten by 
vou that your property came from the Lord, and in his presence, fhe 
richest nobleman and the meanest, peasant are precisely on the same 
level. “Who v0 condescending to me the afflicted as Jesus 
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Christ? We have in his gospel the most affecting mode ot humility 
ever presented to the view of mortals, If you then are backward ta 


attend a solemn meeting of prayer. because perbaps. the poorestof 


the flock are found there; itis high time for you s¢rigusly te enquite, 
how the love ot God can dwell in your hearts? To us it appears, that a 


godly man, who is blessed with sumethiag more than a competenty af 


this world’s good, can never behold à more pleasing ‘and gratifying 
sight, than that of a number of poorer people in the church to which 
he belongs uniting in the interesting duty of prays. vi \ 


„But, says another, “ J have no partiality, I ann for some 
who are constantly present, and who take the lead on these occasions. 
J cannot be so cordrat with them ai I could rt. Sorry indeed we ate 
at hearing such an objection from any professor of godliness, as it 
indicates a want of that brotherly love, which, is so strongly und 
_repeatedly inculcated in the seriptures.. But pause a moment, reflect, 
von may possibly conceive of your brethren as not having acted 
towards you in character, but perhaps it is rather you who have 
behaved amiss to them. It may appear on examination that you are 
the person to blame. Be it however as_you suppose.—What, and can 
you harbour so unchristian a spirit towards them, as that you vil. nat 
unite with them in prayer? Were you to meet nt the throne of grace, 
and to concur in presenting your common petitioms to tie, Father ot 
mercies, who can say the happy tendency it might lave to euect a 

reconciliation? And will you then on such a ground as this debar 
yourself from so invaluable a privilege? May it not reasonably be en- 
quired, if you are so backward to unite in prayer with your brethren 


in the house of God belay, how can you here for a happy, union. with 


them above? 


_ “ But the pe 
and barren pe 
in one of our churches, “ J cuguet but consider, as nuractits of enthy- 
siusm. I doubt not indeed Lut they are goud people who frequent them, 
and they. megn.well, but look upon. them.as weak persons, ere! tov 
easily led away by their passions, without sufficiently attending to the auler 
dictates of their understanding.” A kind of language this which we 
gtieve to bear from the lips of.gn avoweth disciple of Christi la 
there not abundant evidence that the sisdom of this world te foolishuess 
_ with God ? — that the weakest and Jeast inſarmed in other. instances, 
“are often well instructed in the oracles of God, and are by them 
| B 
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r, who may now and then make his appearance 
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10 
ration 7 If this be the case, as we believe in gener 
it with eur pobrer brethren who frequent prayer meetings, can 
be right to censure these assemblies as nurseries of enthusiasm? If it 
ghalbapipear that those who attend these meetings are devout and tervent 


in their prayers, and that they muke it their concern to live agreeably 


to ahem, you ‘must take heed how you hastily brand them with so 
‘di ul a nume. Wo entreat you then to search your own hearts. 
Nnquire whether the fault is not in you. Have you not lost your frst 
fore, or have you alwys been content with a formality in religion? And 
are you not out of the way of your duty 4 in neglecting these meetings? 
Alas, how doth t+ ery faithful minister long for more of that blessed 


“spirit among us, which by too many cold ‘hearted prolessors i is rashly 
dénotuinated euthusinsm. 


we feet others to pray er meetings, bring 
grace on Feligiun. Ignurant, though well meaning men, ty aiming at a 
of language to which they are uncqual, become ridiculous. 8 It ie 
admitted that some may have spoken impropeily in social pray on. 


They ‘may huve expressed themselves too familiarly, or ‘without due 


ö consideration when speaking to the eternal Jehovah: Put granting 


it to be so, is thisa sufficient reason why you should habitually absent 
yourselves from such religious exercises? Perhaps after all, what may 
‘have dropped frofn the lips uf good men on these occasions has been 
greatly exaggerated, or your ear is too delicate, and it might be a 
great injury to serious and plain people were every expression exactly 
accord. with your feelings. Again, you should remember, that though 
vou mny not be able to edify by every sentence that is uttered, you 
may yet derwe no smalladvantages from attendance. And besides, 


by standing afur off, who can say how much you may discourage 


the heurta, and enen the hands of your fellow chrigtians, to say no- 


thius of the pain give to your pustor who is anxiously secking your 


good. Such ronsdotu tions as * 


another may perbaps object, do jee at 
‘thenerwho uttend your prayer meetings are ury better cini thei? heig 


oriasnone ‘holy, ‘watchful, und amiable’ in 
Mean the ‘nest of ntankthd’ Phere’ dre some who 


wonly the publiqservices, thut wil! condutt themsetres in the cyes 
te ria, perhaps “with 
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ly earnest to be present at your extra 


niable, however painful the thought, that there have been, and 
still are some, to whom what has been suggested may apply. There 
are zcalous professors of religion, whose, behaviour has been very 
inconsistent. But here however, justice requires. us to add that | 
blemishes and imperfections of such will never fail to be magnifi 


and set in the most unfavourable light, by those who are become 


indifferent to vital godliness. You must permit us likewise to. ash, 
Is attending at a meeting of prayer the way to make a wan, waholy > 
Will an association with the people of God, for so important a pars 
pose, render any one careless in his conversation? Certamly, not, 
But suppose the worst with regard to the behaviour of others; 
on such a ground your absence can never be justified. The oper 
of the same objection would leave you noplace at any —— 


It is sufficient tu clear à christian church from all blame in thim matter, 


if the diciphne of the new Testament be duly, enſorced. Should 
you yourself, uniting -holiness and zeal, encuurage the little soci+ 
ety, who could suy what good might be done? And amore ſuimi · 


har intercourse with your brethren to help them in the way to heaven, 
gould not but make you happy. Besides, you must forgive, us if we 


@emind you, that were your principles to be acted upon, it-would 
tend to the utter annihilation of all social prayer. What we mean to 
say is, that if we are, none of us to Countenance these meetings, til) 


we can see that such who already do so are perfect, or till wey are 


striking patterns to others of every grace and virtue, what alas will 
become. of that we are 80 anxiously 


* 


But again, one more objection, which t n. Atfempt tojustily 
their absence from these salutary e don the ne ces 
they are under of attending to other matt rayer ‘mectings,” 
say they, “ are guod., Wie cannat disuppryve; them, bul, mot to 
neglect uur temporal affaws. At alleveats,.a deceat, provision aust de 
made for our families, ix a whych both reagon aud scripture mast 
strongly ineulcate upon us. And indeed. sumetinus Ke die sy-harvassed 
and so perplexed, that we scarce know which way to turn. How. then can 
you copect us at the praycr meetings?” We are sorry to bear such 


language frem their Dps who would. ſain be understood, to be the 


disciples of Christ, aud whe by profession baye Peuounced this world, 
and sct their aſſoctions on a better. Aud are you then se dveply im- 


mersed in your secular as that you have ay ale 
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12 
He At dll? Cannot you find at least a little time for relaxation h 
n this case you are highly criminal. You are discovering a disposi- 
0 that is wpugnant to your own truest interest, and which implies . 
& disbelief even of a future state. But suppose, and there are 
few with whom it is otherwise, that amidst all your hurry you can 
Sud some seasons of leisure; are none of them to be devoted to the 
important purp se we recommend? Remember we beseech you, that 
religion is the one fing needjul. A meer empty name will avail you 
Fittic. We are to seek first. the kingdom of God and his righteousness; 
and whilst we are in the allowed neglect of those duties which are 


manifestly calculated to promote piety, what have ve to expect but 


barrenness aud here, and wretchedness here- 
after, 


ned now erothren we oly ask, is it not a fat that these meetings 
of prayer ave very greatly neglected? Is it not a fact that among 
the rich and the poor, the young aud the old, among people of various 
descriptions, especially in some of our churches, there are but few 
comparatively, ha are often seen in the company of their fellowe 
members engaged in this delightful employ? And is there a sufficient 
excuse for such neglect? Are not these services most agreeable to 
sound reason? Are they not expressly enjoined upon us in scripture? 
Are not the obstacles inthe way of your attendance removed? If then 
after mature deliberation on this important subject, and after seeking 
Divine direction in your retirements relative to what we have now 
gecommended, you shall continue to consider it as of little conse- 
quence, we have no more to say, we leave you, though it is with feat 
and trembling on your account, in his hands who judgeth righteously; 
but should the result be otherwise, we shall be happy in the prospecs 
of a revival of vital godliness in our respective communities. 


You will give ts credit when we say, that it is our earnest desire 
to engage your attention to what is most closely connected with your 
spiritual welfare. Fulfil ye then our joy. O let your pastors often 
‘behold themselves cncompassed by a praying people, and when they 
shall ascend their pulpits borne on the wings of prayer, with what 
‘satisfaction and delight will they dispense the word to their hearers, 
Bring with you as many as you can to these salutary services, that 
they may unite with you in presenting their supplicutions to the Lord. 
‘Should you decline in your zea! for them, we are not without our fears, 
“that you will ere long become indifferent to other important duties: 
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13 
t you likewise, whilst you are praying in the house of God, 
that you do not forget to pray in your families. We expect very little 


from those who are eagerly running to à prayer meetings to present 


their offerings to God, while no altar is erected to him in their own 


habitations. We urge it upon the members of our churches, who are 


the heads of families, as they value the immortal souls of their chil- 
dren and their servants, not to neglect family prayer. O take heed lest 
if this be trifled with, your sons, like the sons of Eli, should become 
sons of Belial, and your daughters should fall a willing prey t» vanity 
tell. When the ark was with Obed Edom, Lord ble him and 
ell his houshuid. Cultivate private prayer. eclensions in religion begin 
at the closet door. Regard then the advice of our Divine master, 
But thou when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy doors about thee, pray to thy Father which is in secret, and thy 
Father which sceth in secret shall reward thee openly. Do not suffer one 
religious duty to interfere with another. Every thing is beautiful in its 
seasun. Beware of formality in your prayers. Ever consider it us the’ 
bane of true godliness. Pray in the Holy Ghost. It is he alone can 
enable us to pray. Let him therefore always -be precious in your 
esteem. We entreat you likewise to persevere in your prayers, Pray, 
and do not faint. Avoid resting in these services. Take heed how you 
imagine that the most fervent addresses to heaven can give you a me- 
ritorious title to the smallest benefit. We also particularly beseech 
you to sce well to it that you live agreeably to your prayers. How sud 
when they exclaim, * That man is very constant at the prayer meetings, 
but he is as ungodly, as worldly minded, as censurious, as any of his 
neighbours.” Be looking for an answer to your requests. And finally, 
rejoice in the hope of heaven, What encouragement have the gainte 
to expect, that the petitions they present to God whilst in this imper- 
fect and sinful state, shall arise betore his throne, perfumed with the 
much incense of the Redeemer's merit. And when once they shall 
themselves arrive in the celestial city, prayer shall be exchanged for 
praise. The humble souls, who in different eges and different parts of 
the world, have so often united together in their little societies in 
offering their supplications to the most high, shall all of them then 
unite in the general assembly above in one universal song of praise, 
A nto him that lovedus, and washed us from our siis in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings und priests unto God aud his Father ; to hen * 
glory a and dominion jor ever and ever, Amen. 


Signed on behalf af the Assvciation, 
T. SMITH, Secretary. 
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14 
BREVIATES.. 


? 


A double Lecture was delivered on the Monday Evening at 
Astwood, to a very interesting and attentive congregation. Brothet 
Draper preached from Acts xi, 23, Who, when he came, and had seen 
the grace of God, was glad; and exhorted them all, that with purpose 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord, And brother Coles front 


1. Samuel ü, 3, By him actions are weighed. 
4 


Tuesday Evening, VI. Assombled i in the 3 at Ne 
brother Hinton prayed, — brother Coles delivered an introductory 
address on the occasion. — Ihe letters from the churches were read. 
brother Elisha Smith gave a short exhortation grounded on the 
-contents of the letters, which in general exhibited a very pleasing 
prospect of ‘harmony and prosperity in our societies; after which 
— Smith ofiered up prayer on their Wan 


1 IX. The ministers; and messengers heard the. n letter 
drawn up by brotber * was on ordered te 
be printed. | 


Wednesday morning. 1 past VI. Assembled in the meeting- house, 
for prayer. Brethien Amphlett, (of Evesham,) Draper, John Sinith, 
and Elisha Smith were engaged, 


T before XI. Met fot public worship in the meeting-house n 
to the presbyterian congregation, (whose kindness in accommodating us 
therewith, we thankfully acknowledge, the baptist meeting-house being 
‘too smull to receive the company assembled ) The service was opened 
‘by brother Stennett with prayer und reading the scriptures,—brotber 
Coles prayed;— brother John Smith preached from Proverbs xviit, 
24, A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a 
friend that sticketh closer thun brother. Brother Hinton preached 
from Revelations iii, 8, ‘Thou hast a little strength, and Bast kept my 
worl, and hast not my name, Brother Elisha 

‘with prayer. 


After the Baptist Academy at Bristal wur te 
the attention of the company present, some donations were received, 
und several new subscribers entered their names for its support. 5 
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1 
Boening VI. Met fer public worship. Brother (of 
Burlingham,) prayed,— brother Morgan, (of Birmingham) preached 
from 1 John 1, 3, Aud truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ; and concluded these interesting, and we hope 
profitable services with prayer. 


Resolved. That it be recommended to our respective congregations 
4 set apart Tuesday the 21st day of October, or so much thereof as 
may best suit their convenience, for humiliation and prayer to God 
for the safety of the Country, the return of peace, — the increase of 
vital Godliness in the churches of this Association in particular, and 
the property of Zion at large. , 


Thursday morning. The associated ministers met at VII. Brother 
Thomas Smith prayed, — the ministers related some interesting parti- 
culars of their religious experience during the last year, after which 
brother James Smith concluded, * Porm the devotional exercises 
of the meeting. 


Brother Draper was requested to prepare the circular letter next 
‘year On Christian Conversation. 


„ 


The next Association to be holden at Shipston-on-Stour, Worces- 
tershire, on the Tuesday and Wednesday in Whitsun-week, brother 
Elisha Smith to preach; in case of failure, brother Draper. A second 
‘preacher is rer by the church where the Association is held. 
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